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Wilhelm's Land where, unexpectedly, they again won
a bloodless victory. By the end of September, for
all serious purposes, the Emperor's dominions in the
Pacific had disappeared.

In Africa, where Germany possessed four colonies
contiguous to those of France and Britain, the first
blow was struck in Togoland. That small colony
was in an impossible strategic position, and in the
early days of August was captured almost without
a blow. A more intricate problem was presented
by the Cameroons. Strategically this colony also
was hemmed in by the Allies, but the great distances
and the difficulty of communication made a concerted
scheme not easy to execute. It was decided that
two French columns should move from French
Congo, while the British columns were to enter at
several points on the Nigerian frontier. By the
1st October the Cameroons, so far as it was of any
value to Germany in the struggle, was virtually
captured. The wireless stations had been de-
stroyed, the coast was ours, and the German troops
were reduced to defensive warfare in a difficult
hinterland.

The situation in East Africa in the first months
of war was the gravest which any British colony had
to face. The German province was rich, well-
organized, and strategically well-situated, for the
Uganda railway, which formed the sole communica-
tions between Uganda, the East African plateau,
and the sea, ran parallel with the northern frontier
at a distance of from fifty to one hundred miles,
and offered a natural and easy object of attack.
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